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Jonesboro, AR Lay leader Andrea Levy (2nd from right in 
back) attends Hadracha to learn more about lay leadership.  

See page 6 for profiles of Andrea and other leaders.
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MISSION STATEMENT
To strengthen, support, and sustain the Jewish Community in Arkansas and to support Jews in need worldwide.

We fulfill our mission by:
• Acting as a statewide information and 

resource center for the Jewish community.

• Raising and allocating funds to benefit and 
provide for the needs of Jewish individuals 
and communities.

• Supporting and providing programs and 
services that broaden our knowledge and 
perspectives of Jewish life and history, 
encourage fellowship, and foster Jewish identity.

• Respecting the different expressions of 
Judaism and Jewish life.

• Basing our decisions and actions on the values 
of K’lal Yisrael (shared community), Tikkun 
Olam (repairing the world), and Tzedakah 
(justice, righteousness, and philanthropy).

As the Jewish community in 

Arkansas prepares for a new 

year, we at the Jewish Federation 

of Arkansas (JFAR) have been 

working hard for months on our 

new year, which began July 1.  In 

July, I became president of JFAR, 

and I am so honored to be serving in this position 

and so excited about all of the work that JFAR is 

doing.  We have a strong, dedicated group of board 

members, many of whom have served our community 

for years, and a dedicated office staff that fully 

supports and strengthens the mission of JFAR. 

Although our community in Arkansas is small, and 

I have lived here most of my life, I know there are 

many people I have yet to meet, so I would like to tell 

you a little about myself and why this position and 

this organization are so important to me.  

I was born and raised in Hot Springs.  I was one week 

old on my first day of Sunday School and went with 

my mother, who was the Hebrew teacher.  I grew up 

in a small, but very close Jewish community where I 

learned early on that if you wanted your congregation 

to survive and thrive, you were responsible for 

making that happen.  Both of my parents and step-

parents remain active members of Congregation 

House of Israel to this day, and although that 

congregation has shrunk in size since I grew up, it 

remains a strong and vibrant community thanks to 

the many members who give their time, money, and 

dedication to make sure it stays that way.  

I have lived in Little Rock for ten years now, and I 

have been involved with JFAR for most of those 

years.  I am a member at B’nai Israel and have 

worked with the local youth group for about six 

years.  Through both JFAR and B’nai Israel, I have 

been welcomed into this community with as much 

love as the one I grew up in, and I am very much 

looking forward to establishing more relationships 

across the state.

As you read through this edition of Action, you will 

learn about lay leaders throughout Arkansas whose 

dedication to their communities is vital to their 

congregations.  Many of the leaders in Hot Springs 

and Little Rock are people I admire and look up to, 

and they are people who taught me and continue 

to teach me the importance of being involved in our 

Jewish community.  It is a top priority for me that 

JFAR continue to help strengthen the communities 

and leaders who do so much to keep our Arkansas 

Jewish community vibrant and strong.   

I hope you become familiar with the work JFAR does 

across the state to strengthen, support, and sustain 

our community.  In addition, JFAR continues to care 

for those in need, ensure a Jewish future in Arkansas, 

and support global Jewry.  I look forward to another 

productive, exciting year ahead, and I hope you all 

will find a connection with JFAR in some way in the 

coming year.

L’shanah tovah,

Shelly Baron



I love when Jewish individuals and families contact our office prior to moving to Arkansas, because 

then I have the opportunity to extol the virtues of Jewish life in our state.  It often comes as a 

surprise to people concerned about leaving a larger community when I begin by extolling the 

relative smallness of our community. 

Is being small really a virtue? 

The lay leaders featured in this issue are embodiments of the virtue of being part of a smaller community; they have 

done extraordinary things for our community. They are featured, however, not so much because they are exceptions 

in an otherwise passive population, but rather because they are examples of the overall high level of commitment in 

our community to Jewish leadership. As our President Shelly Baron points out in her message, if you want a smaller 

community to “survive and thrive,” you must take responsibility; you must step up and lead. 

The virtue of our community is the extraordinary leadership it inspires—not only at the High Holidays by our lay leaders, 

but also year round.  That is not to say that our leaders would not have stepped forward as well in a larger community.  

But I think it’s fair to say that smaller communities encourage and inspire leadership to a greater extent.  I tell people that 

when they move to Arkansas they will have to work a bit harder on behalf of their Jewish community, but, in return, they 

will have the opportunity to develop leadership skills and an enhanced sense of Jewish identity and purpose.  

A small Jewish community, therefore, is a great place to become a Jewish leader.

At Jewish Federation of Arkansas, we recognize the need for strong leadership in our community and the need to 

support our community’s leaders and potential leaders—we could not exist without them. That is why we have for 

years sponsored our Arkansas grant funding program (see pp 10-11 for more information)—to allow for local leaders 

with ideas to put their projects into action; why we have supported an Emerging Jewish Leaders program in Northwest 

Arkansas; why we hold a Tikkun Olam celebration to recognize, with the generous support of the TRG Foundation, 

outstanding volunteer leaders throughout our community; and, finally, why we have started our Caregiving and Aging 

Program.  Through this program, we want to give back to our leaders as they age, to set a standard, as leaders ourselves, 

in providing caregiving resources and services, and, finally, to support another set of leaders in our community—our 

caregivers, whose leadership in the care of family and friends too often goes unrecognized.

Thank you to the countless volunteer leaders whose daily efforts make our Jewish community seem, in fact, quite large. If 

you’ve been inspired but not yet found an outlet for your abilities, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

Perhaps the size of a Jewish community ought to be measured, after all, by the size not of its population but of its heart.

Marianne Tettlebaum   

n DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
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Introducing	  Social	  Worker	  Cindy	  Brown	  and	  JFAR’s	  new	  Caregiving	  and	  Aging	  Programs	  and	  Services	  

	  

What	  a	  Good	  Idea!	  	  Last	  year	  Breana	  (Josephson)	  Clark	  conducted	  a	  needs	  assessment	  with	  the	  support	  of	  JFARs	  
Caregiving	  and	  Aging	  Services	  committee.	  	  As	  a	  result	  of	  this	  assessment	  and	  generous	  funding	  from	  the	  Strauss	  
family	  in	  memory	  of	  their	  parents	  Shirley	  and	  Sam	  Strauss,	  Jewish	  Federation	  of	  Arkansas	  created	  a	  position	  for	  
a	  social	  worker	  to	  begin	  a	  Caregiving	  and	  Aging	  program	  for	  our	  aging	  population	  across	  Arkansas!	  	  

My	  Background	  -‐	  I	  am	  passionately	  dedicated	  to	  helping	  people	  create	  the	  most	  positive	  and	  purposeful	  aging	  
experience	  possible.	  	  I	  bring	  a	  lifetime	  of	  business	  and	  practical	  experience	  to	  this	  new	  role.	  	  I	  am	  working	  as	  a	  
volunteer	  now,	  as	  a	  transition	  from	  my	  previous	  career,	  but	  will	  join	  JFAR	  full	  time	  when	  I	  retire	  from	  Xerox	  in	  
October.	  	  While	  at	  Xerox,	  I	  returned	  to	  school	  to	  earn	  an	  MBA,	  MSW,	  LCSW,	  and	  an	  MA	  in	  Gerontology.	  	  I	  raised	  
a	  daughter	  with	  Asperger’s	  (high	  functioning	  autism)	  and	  worked	  as	  a	  therapist	  in	  the	  evenings	  with	  families	  
with	  children,	  teens,	  and	  young	  adults	  who	  have	  developmental	  disabilities.	  	  Later	  I	  went	  on	  to	  become	  a	  
gerontologist	  working	  to	  personalize	  and	  improve	  the	  quality	  of	  care	  of	  people	  living	  in	  nursing	  homes	  by	  
teaching	  staff	  and	  caregivers	  to	  use	  reminiscence	  therapy,	  then	  translating	  what	  they	  learned	  into	  daily	  routines.	  
For	  example,	  making	  CDs	  of	  favorite	  sonatas	  for	  a	  retired	  piano	  teacher	  to	  listen	  to	  in	  the	  afternoons	  to	  avert	  
sundowning	  syndrome.	  	  Every	  member	  of	  our	  community	  is	  dear	  and	  special	  and	  I	  look	  for	  ways	  to	  honor	  and	  
serve	  them	  in	  difficult	  and	  joyful	  times	  alike.	  	  

Helping	  Individuals,	  Caregivers,	  and	  Families	  –	  The	  Caregiving	  and	  Aging	  program	  supports	  people	  in	  our	  
community	  who	  are	  aging	  as	  well	  as	  their	  families	  and	  caregivers.	  	  We	  help	  to	  identify	  resources	  for	  living	  
arrangements	  or	  in	  home	  care,	  assist	  with	  budget	  constraints,	  identify	  transportation	  resources,	  assistive	  living	  
devices,	  and	  access	  to	  food	  pantries;	  but	  sometimes	  the	  most	  important	  thing	  we	  do	  is	  just	  lend	  a	  friendly	  
supportive	  ear!	  	  We	  are	  also	  starting	  a	  Friendly	  Visitor	  Network	  and	  Caregiver	  Support	  Groups.	  

Friendly	  Visitor	  Network	  -‐	  Do	  you	  know	  someone	  who	  could	  use	  a	  friendly	  phone	  call	  or	  visit	  regularly?	  	  Would	  
you	  like	  to	  volunteer?	  	  We	  started	  a	  Friendly	  Visitor	  Network	  in	  Central	  Arkansas	  this	  winter	  and	  hope	  to	  
introduce	  this	  to	  other	  communities	  across	  the	  state	  this	  summer	  and	  fall.	  	  It	  requires	  a	  minimum	  commitment	  
of	  one	  phone	  call	  or	  visit	  per	  month.	  	  We	  match	  community	  members	  with	  others	  who	  have	  common	  interests	  
and	  who	  live	  in	  the	  same	  area	  if	  they	  are	  visiting	  in	  person.	  	  This	  a	  fun	  mitzvah!	  

Caregiver	  Support	  Groups	  –	  We	  are	  starting	  a	  Caregivers’	  Support	  Group	  in	  Little	  Rock	  this	  spring	  and	  hope	  to	  
introduce	  this	  to	  other	  communities	  across	  the	  state	  this	  summer	  and	  fall.	  	  Are	  you	  a	  caregiver	  or	  do	  you	  know	  
someone	  caring	  for	  their	  parent	  or	  spouse	  or	  disabled	  family	  member?	  	  Please	  let	  us	  know	  if	  you	  are	  interested!	  

How	  to	  get	  assistance	  for	  yourself	  or	  others	  -‐	  Members	  of	  the	  community	  can	  call	  the	  office	  with	  specific	  
requests	  for	  themselves	  or	  others	  or	  to	  volunteer.	  	  I	  also	  work	  closely	  with	  the	  rabbis,	  Caregiving	  and	  Aging	  
committee,	  and	  Family	  Services	  committee	  to	  connect	  with	  people	  who	  want	  to	  volunteer	  and	  with	  others	  who	  
need	  assistance.	  	  I	  hope	  you	  will	  let	  us	  know	  if	  you	  are	  concerned	  about	  someone	  or	  if	  you	  would	  like	  to	  help!	  	  I	  
look	  forward	  to	  working	  with	  you!	  

	  

Cindy	  Brown,	  LCSW,	  MA	  
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New Intern! - We are all so 
excited about our new intern, 
Kelsey Dugger, from the 
Graduate School of Social Work 
at the University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock. Kelsey has a degree 
in psychology from Hendrix and 
is passionate about serving our 

community.  She and I have been meeting weekly with 
Dr. Mark Krain over the summer. She starts officially 
on September 10th.  We’ll be visiting members of the 
community on Thursdays and Fridays and Kelsey will 
try to attend as many events and functions as she 
can. Please welcome her when you see her!

What We Do - The Caregiving and Aging committee 
helps community members who are over 60 or 
community members who are caring for someone 
over 60. More people in the community are hearing 
about our services and calling to volunteer or to ask 
for assistance.  Do you know someone who could use 
some help navigating complex systems like Medicare, 
insurance, or social security? How about someone 
who would like to identify resources for a friend or 
living alternatives for a family member?  Do you know 
someone who could use some ideas for how to live on 
a fixed income or someone who might enjoy visiting 
or being visited regularly?  If so, please ask them to 
call the Jewish Federation of Arkansas at (501) 663-
3571.  We do these things every day! We are fun to talk 
with and always have good ideas to share!   

Friendly Visitor Network - Our Friendly Visitor 
Network continues to grow!  Currently there are 22 
members (11 visitors visiting 11 community members).  
You don’t even have to drive to participate!  If you can 
call or visit someone once a month we need you!  

Workshop on Dementia – I attended a fantastic 
workshop at the Statehouse Convention Center in 
July, Dementia Beyond Disease: Enhancing Well-
Being, presented by G. Allen Power, MD, FACP.  Dr. 
Power is a board-certified internist, geriatrician, 
nursing home practitioner, and Eden Alternative 
Educator.  He defines dementia as a shift in the way 
a person experiences the world around them and 
shared dozens of ideas of how to treat individuals 
with dementia as the human beings they are, giving 
them the personal attention, respect, and dignity they 
deserve.

Joining JFAR Finally! – I’ve been volunteering since 
last November and will finally be able to join the JFAR 
staff in October when I retire from Xerox.  I’m so 
grateful for this opportunity and truly look forward to 
being of service and working with you! 

Become a Respite Care Provider - Respite (RESS’ – 
pit) is simply a way of giving a temporary or short-
term break to caregivers. A free all-day training 
event is being offered to increase the number of 
respite care providers. The training will be held 
Thursday, September 24, 2015 from 8:00 – 4:30 at 
eight locations in Arkansas: Springdale / Jonesboro 
/ Fort Smith / Hot Springs / Little Rock / Pine Bluff / 
Texarkana / El Dorado.  The training is free and lunch 
is provided.  Sign up and bring a friend! Register at 
http://www.choicesinliving.ar.gov/alrc.html or call 
1-866-801-3435.  

Cindy Brown, LCSW

n CAREGIVING AND AGING 
SERVICES - SO MANY GOOD THINGS 
ARE HAPPENING!  

OUR NEW SOCIAL WORK INTERN 
Hello everyone! My name is Kelsey Dugger. I am 25 years old and grew up in Central Arkansas. 
I attended high school in Benton and earned a BS in Psychology at Hendrix.  I am currently 
enrolled in the Graduate School of Social Work at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock.  
I have recently accepted a great opportunity for an internship with the Jewish Federation of 
Arkansas. I look forward to meeting with and making great memories with you all!
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n ANNOUNCING JFAR’S NEW 
PARTNERSHIP PROJECT IN 
ISRAEL WITH THE JEWISH NATIONAL FUND

In June, JFAR’s board voted to devote three years of its 

overseas Israel allocations to supporting a Magen David 

Adom Emergency Station at JNF’s new Rescue Center 

in the Central Arava.

The Central Arava is an arid desert region in southern 

Israel that is considered the most remote part of the 

country.  It is located along the Jordanian border 

between the Dead Sea and Red Sea, about 80 miles 

from the nearest cities of Be’er Sheve and Eilat.

The area is more than 370,000 acres—approximately 6% 

of Israel’s total land mass—but is inhabited by just 3,200 

people scattered throughout seven communities.

Residents face many challenges, including the desert 

climate, the large distance between communities and 

the lack of accessibility to resources available in urban 

centers.

In partnership with the Central Arava Regional Council 

and the Israeli government, Jewish National Fund built 

a world-class medical center in Sapir, the regional 

center, to replace the dilapidated 40-year-old clinic 

and provide quality care in a professional environment.  

The further development of the Arava depends on 

the region’s ability to provide basic public services to 

its current and future residents.  The second phase of 

construction is to build a Rescue Center, adjacent to the 

medical center.   The rescue center will serve as a central 

command station for the area, housing both police and 

fire personnel.

The current infrastructure does not meet government 

standards for facing security and emergency needs 

in the region.  The police, fire and medical emergency 

personnel are currently housed in temporary buildings in 

Sapir.  The new, unified structure will gather together all 

essential emergency units, allowing a more coordinated, 

efficient, prompt and functional response to any urgent 

event or crisis.  This facility will be ready to operate 

professionally in case of a war, earthquake, fire, or any 

event that endangers the lives of the residents.
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CENTRAL ARAVA RESCUE CENTER

COMMUNITY BUILDING

An image of the planned Rescue Center in the Central Arava

JFAR-JNF PROJECT DONORS

Thank you to those who donated already 
to the project following the JNF and JFAR 
“Partners for Israel” Event, hosted by Anne 
and Larry Miller and Irene and Joel Spalter.

For information about how you can donate, 
please contact our office at 501 663-3571 or 

federation@jewisharkansas.org.  

Polly and David Greenbaum

Trudy and Jerry Jacobson

Doris and Mark Krain

Bobbye and Rabbi Gene Levy

Anne and Larry Miller

Irene and Joel Spalter
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NAME

ADDRESS                      EMAIL

CITY STATE ZIP TELEPHONE #

YES, I want to make a donation to the Jewish Federation of Arkansas.

I would like more information on “Planned Giving.”

C
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ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR:

$1000 $36$250 $18$100

OTHER

IN MEMORY OF/IN HONOR OF

OR GO ONLINE TO WWW.JEWISHARKANSAS.COM TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD

IN HONOR
In Honor of Arleen and Brian Marshall’s birthdays
 Silvana and Ariel Berlinski 
 Kennon and Scot Goldsholl
 Marianne Tettlebaum and Dorian Stuber
In Honor of Allan Mendel’s birthday
 Bonnie and Sam Nickol
 Marianne Tettlebaum and Dorian Stuber
In Honor of Alan Thalheimer’s 90th birthday
 Karla and Larry Back
 Trudy and Jerry Jacobson
 Ruthe and Phil Kaplan
 Bonnie and Sam Nickol
 Dale and Lee Ronnel
 Marianne Tettlebaum and Dorian Stuber
 Marilyn and Eugene Weinstein
 Ann and Dick Williams

IN MEMORY
In Memory of Rabbi Binyomin Klein
 Carol and Allan Mendel
In Memory of Bella Levy
 Carol and Allan Mendel

GLENN LOWITZ MEMORIAL CASE/
FAMILY SERVICES FUND
Tabitha and Peter Davidson
Irma Moore
Paul Moore
Lucille Traylor

ISRAEL EMERGENCY FUND
Polly and David Greenbaum
Johnnie Mallory

JEWISH FOOD AND CULTURAL FESTIVAL
Joy Jones

JNF-JFAR: PARTNERS FOR ISRAEL
Please see p. 4.

PJ LIBRARY
In Memory of Bella Levy
 Mary Ellen and Edward Loebl

SAM AND SHIRLEY STRAUSS MEMORIAL 
SOCIAL WORK FUND
Congregation B’nai Israel Sisterhood (Miriam’s Seder)
In Memory of Bella Levy
 Arleen and Brian Marshall
In Memory of Ruby McCaskill Smith
 Susan Strauss
In Memory of Gege Thalheimer
 Susan Strauss
 Barbara and Bruce Thalheimer

THALHEIMER ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

OTHER DONATIONS
Eti and Victor Biton
Kimberly and Mark Lewis

In Memory of Gege Thalheimer
Martha and Charles Alman
Janet Aronson
Karla and Larry Back
Donald Banker
Jill and Steve Bauman
Deborah Benjamin and 
 Jocelyn Owens
Eti and Victor Biton
John Borchert
Jack Cherry
Amy Davenport
Debbie and Brad Diner
Rita Fagan
Loris and Jay Fullerton
Lisa and Gordon Gondek
Lynn and Bruce Greenberg
Bonnie Harvey
Miriam and Leonard Hasson
Carol and Thomas Hodges

Trudy and Jerry Jacoboson
Clyde Jester
Janet Jones
Ruthe and Phil Kaplan
Nancy and Cloud Keyes
Jane and Scott Levine
Carol and Allan Mendel
Anne and Larry Miller
Bonnie and Sam Nickol
Holly and David Parker
Linda and Eugene Pfeifer
Dale and Lee Ronnel
Toni Roosth and Fred Gray
Raida Snyderman
Patricia and Barry Solomon
Martha and Warren Stephenson
Marianne Tettlebaum and 
 Dorian Stuber
Marilyn and Eugene Weinstein
Sue Weinstein



n ARKANSAS LAY LEADERS:  
4 PROFILES IN MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
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WELCOME TO ARKANSAS...
- Jenny Max

The neighbors who welcomed us to Rogers, Arkansas, from Minneapolis 
could not have been friendlier.  They immediately recommended restaurants, 
grocery stores, baby-sitters, and churches.  We expressed our gratitude for 
the helpful information, but they looked puzzled when we responded we 
were Jewish.  Temples were not part of the Welcome Wagon paraphernalia.

I suppose looking back now I took my religious upbringing for granted. 
My family was embedded in the active Jewish community by the time I 
started school.  And I certainly identified as Jewish – I was Bat Mitzvah’ed, 
confirmed, and spent the High Holy days and other Jewish holidays at 
Temple and with family.  

But it wasn’t until I moved to the “Bible Belt” with my family three years ago, 
just as my oldest was about to attend kindergarten, that the opportunities 
and experiences I had as a child growing up in St. Louis required much more 
effort here in Bentonville, AR.  My family has found a wonderful home in the 
small congregation Etz Chaim. But it is up to all of us, the 50 or so families 
that make up this community, to really ensure that it grows and thrives.  All 
of us participate in some way to continue to create meaningful memories for our children and help them establish their 
Jewish roots, even in a community dominated by Santa Claus and the Easter Bunny.

I first got involved through music. My husband and I lead musical sessions for the Religious School students once a 
month. We sing the songs that we remember throughout our childhood – with the hope that this next generation of 
Southern Jews will continue the tradition. 

In my second year, I added the responsibility of being Jewish Federation of Arkansas’s Administrator for PJ Library at our 
congregation.  I organized events for the very youngest members and signed up people to receive monthly books.  It was 
something that I was proud to take on because I had started to receive books when my youngest was born as a gift from 
my aunt. My family has enjoyed them for years, and I was excited to introduce them to new parents and congregants who 
were unaware of the opportunity.

Moving forward, I have increased my participation in the community – I am also serving as a co-director for our Religious 
School and am developing the programming for our Torah Tots group and leveraging the PJ Library as a primary resource 
for learning and education.

I am glad that my children get to see me as a leader in our Jewish Community, and I am proud that they are starting to 
feel their Jewish roots take hold. While it can take more effort on all of our parts to ensure a Jewish presence, I know it is 
worthwhile – I can see the difference it has made within my family and the others around us.

Jenny Max
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LEADING LOCALLY AND IN LATIN AMERICA*
- Jerry Tanenbaum

Jerry Tanenbaum has long been a leader in the 
Arkansas Jewish community. He has served on the 
board of Congregation House of Israel and on the 
Board of Trustees of Levi Hospital, both in Hot Springs.  
For the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
he has been Chairman of the Small Congregations 
Committee and President of the Southwest Council.

Jerry’s leadership has been vital for the Jewish 
community not only locally in Arkansas but also 
internationally in Latin America. This past May in Rio 
de Janeiro he was honored with a celebration by the 
World Union for Progressive Judaism when he stepped 
down from a lifetime of service as the Chairman of 
the Union’s Yad B’Yad Task Force, responsible for 
growing and strengthening the Latin American Jewish 
Community.  Jerry helped create the task force with his 
late wife Pat Tanenbaum z”l and with Steve and Sandy 
z”l Breslauer.  Since then, he has supported, sustained 
and led the task force with verve and dynamism. 

As a result of the Task Force, there are now numerous 
reform and progressive congregations in Latin 
America, whereas a decade ago, there were just a few.  
Under Jerry’s leadership, Yad B’Yad has facilitated the 
flowering of the Latin American community through 
missions, fundraising and strategic planning.  With the 
help of Yad B’Yad, the WUPJ-Latin America region has 
been able to send emerging leaders to the Saltz Center 
in Jerusalem for training as well as provide the means 
for cantors to establish the La Shir B’Nefesh cantorial 
chorale, which travels throughout Latin America, 
performing Judaic music.

Other highlights of Jerry’s Chairmanship include 
the beginning of the translation of the Plaut Torah 
Commentary into Portuguese; the hiring a full-time 
executive director; and working with Fundacion 
Judaica in Argentina to expand the WUPJ’s impact in 
the community.

At the celebration in his honor, Yad B’Yad Fund Task 
Force was officially renamed the Pat z”l and Jerry 
Tanenbaum Yad B’Yad Fund for Latin America. 

Jerry is also an Honorary Life Member and serves as 
a Member of the Board of Trustees and Executive 
Committee of the Union of Reform Judaism, in which 
he also served as Senior Vice-President and was 
a member of the WUPJ Management Committee.  
In addition, he is an Honorary Life member of the 
Board of Governors of Hebrew Union College/
Jewish Institute of Religion.  In 2000, Jerry was 
the Recipient of the World Union of Progressive 
Judaism’s highest honor (International Humanitarian 
Award).  Previously, Jerry was the Founding 
Chairman of the Association of Reform Zionist of 
America/World Union North America (ARZA/WUNA) 
and Chairman of the North American Board/World 
Union of Progressive Judaism.

*A special thanks to the World Union for Progressive 
Judaism for allowing us to reprint portions of previous 
articles on Jerry Tanenbaum.  

Jerry Tanenbaum being honored by the WUPJ in Rio de Janeiro 
for his work on behalf of Latin American Jewry.

In honor of Jerry Tanenbaum’s 
recognition by the WUPJ, the Jewish 

Federation of Arkansas Board has 
voted to make a special contribution 
to the Pat z”l and Jerry Tanenbaum 
Yad B’Yad Fund for Latin American 

Jewry at the World Union for 
Progressive Judaism.
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THE “LONG, SHORTER WAY”
- Emily Adams and Carmen Arick

We came to Judaism by the “long, shorter way.”  (Ask us sometime!). When 
we began attending Congregation B’nai Israel in 2002, we immediately 
found there the warm and loving community we had sought for so many 
years.  However, we longed for more Adult Education opportunities than 
were then available.  Because we were not raised in Jewish families, we 
were thirsty for Jewish knowledge.  Having heard that one of the best ways 
to learn is to teach, we took the plunge.  

Our first assignment was to coordinate the Limud Ha’am (Studies of Our 
People) program.  This was our Temple’s primary Adult Ed offering at the 
time.  We brainstormed topics, solicited speakers, and provided snacks (the 
Kosher cookies were NOT popular!) for one program per month for nine 
months of the year.  We also created a guide for how to organize and run 
the program for succession purposes.  

Once we completed our B’not Mitzvah, having been tutored by the incomparable Dr. Wilma Diner, we began passing 
on what we could by teaching Adult Hebrew I and II.  Not wanting to lose our hard-won B’not Mitzvah skills, we also 
regularly volunteer to lead services in our Rabbi’s absence.  We have gained a keen appreciation for what our Rabbis do 
for us week in and week out!  

Our involvement in Limud Ha’am and services led to invitations to serve on the Lifelong Learning Committee, the Ritual 
Committee and the Temple Board, where Carmen currently serves as Executive Vice President.  

Thanks to a tip from Rich and Emily Lewis, we attended our first Kallah (learning convocation) sponsored by the Union 
for Reform Judaism (URJ) in 2006.  There we met our mentor, friend, guide, and inspiration for the love of Jewish 
learning - Rabbi Dr. Jan Katzew.  Subsequently, we were able to bring Rabbi Katzew to Little Rock for an event-packed 
weekend of learning and spiritual growth.  And it was Rabbi Katzew who informed us about the very first Global Day 
of Jewish Learning, and inspired us to sponsor the program in Arkansas - though we had barely three weeks to plan!  
Thanks to the help of ALL our local Rabbis and Ellyn Polsky, this community-wide event was a great success. This year 
will mark the sixth year the program will be offered, with JFAR as a major sponsor.  (Mark your calendars! November 15, 
2015 - Sixth Global Day of Jewish Learning - Love: Devotion, Desire, Deception).  

Sadly, the URJ no longer sponsors Kallot.  So, we have found other places to learn including URJ Biennials, Aleph 
(Renewal Judaism) Kallot, and most recently, the Pardes Institute in Jerusalem.  Each time we travel to study, we are 
mindful of how we might share what we have learned with our community.  Carmen taught two courses, each spanning 
a six week period.  God Shopping proved very popular.  Reform Halacha - yes, there really is such a thing! - was not so 
popular.  

Few things in our lives have given us as much pleasure as serving our Jewish community.  What do we get out of it?  The 
opportunity to contribute to something so much bigger than ourselves; to do what we can to preserve and transmit our 
beloved Jewish tradition.  We know we would not have the privilege of studying, worshiping and celebrating as we do 
now but for our ancestors who kept Judaism alive for us.  We are indeed “standing on their shoulders.”  However, we 
have found that our greatest success and personal fulfillment comes when we follow the admonition of Amelia Boynton 
Robinson z”l, the “matriarch of the voting rights movement” when she said, “Get the heck off my shoulders, and get to 
work!”  

Rabbi Fine explains a game as Sherry, 
Andrea, and Amy watch in the Lodge

Andrea Levy at “camp,” third from left

Carmen Arick and Emily Adams
(Photo Credit: Doris Krain)
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JEWISH SUMMER CAMP: FOR ALL AGES AND ESPECIALLY FOR 
LAY LEADERS IN TRAINING!
- Andrea Levi

I could have begun this article with: Going to Jewish Summer Camp in my 50’s – where’s the packing list?  Or it could 
have begun with: What’s your Jewish Community’s—small town in NE Arkansas—next move when the visiting Rabbi is 
hospitalized between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur?  Either way, both are connected with my strong Jewish faith and 
to our unyielding commitment to keep our Jewish Community alive here in Northeast Arkansas.

We are a small Jewish Community in Jonesboro, AR.  We have a standalone Temple (Temple Israel) nestled between the 
Baptist Churches and Public Library.  It is wonderfully intimate; some might even describe our congregation as more of 
a chavurah—we gather truly as friends and always share a meal, sit, and schmooze.  In fact, if you cannot attend, you are 
actually missed or at the very least, volunteered for something!

Our family has lived in Jonesboro for two years now.  My strong Jewish identity drew me into helping lead services and 
programming soon after we moved here.  Our congregation is blessed to have four young members who have recently 
become B’nai Mitzvah (including my youngest daughter).  They enthusiastically participate in various parts of the service.  
Our congregation has had a wonderful retired Rabbi who has traveled to Jonesboro for the High Holidays for many years.  
Last year, however, he fell ill between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  The President of our Temple called me and said, 
“You’re up”—thirty-six hours before Kol Nidre.  Panicked, I then considered the pros and cons.  For instance, only thirty-six 
hours of anxiety or how much Torah and preparation can one really accomplish in thirty-six hours?  Yom Kippur went just 
as it was supposed to with atonement and hunger.

  
As a wise Rabbi said to me:  “It is not a performance, Jews are there to worship together.”  
And that is what we did.

A few of our Temple-goers mentioned a class to me that the URJ (Union for Reform Judaism) puts 
on in the summer to train lay leaders.  After calling the URJ and getting great help from the ISJL 
(Institute for Southern Jewish Life), I was able to track down the right people and I found myself 
signed up for 4 ½ days of “summer camp” at  OSRUI (URJ’s summer camp in Oconomowoc, WI).  
Ironically, I went to that same camp some forty-plus years ago—life really comes full circle.

So, armed with rain boots, rain coat, and bug spray (I live in NE Arkansas), I headed to 
Wisconsin for a program named Hadracha.  There were sixteen of us (senior campers) and three 
URJ staff.  The great part of having the program at such a large URJ camp is the number of 
Rabbis present at any one time.  The participants were from all over the US and Canada.  Their 
synagogues, spanning from very small (like mine) to about 100 families, had varied needs—
with no clergy, part-time clergy, or new clergy.  The topics covered armed us, as lay leaders in 
training, with skills to help our communities with every life-cycle event (except a bris).  Many 
topics like leading services and funerals were covered extensively.  Our “camp” days were filled 
with worship services (twice each day)—the beauty of being at a Jewish summer camp.  As 
a final camp project, as it were, we led the last service ourselves.  I was particularly anxious 
about writing and giving a D’var Torah; so, of course, that was my assignment for the service.  
Needless to say, I feel much more confident, or, at least, less anxious about the process.

We also spent a lot of our camp days learning about funeral practices and shiva practices.  Unfortunately, many small 
communities are in need of funeral overseeing so we practiced sitting down with grieving families and talking about 
their loved ones.  We even wrote and delivered eulogies.  Each session was taught by a different Rabbi, and we had at 
least five each day.  Hadracha was an amazing experience!  I recommend it to anyone who has a lay leadership role in 
their synagogue.

My new set of “camp” friends and I have continued to communicate and bounce ideas off each other.  The URJ has set 
up an internet vehicle that facilitates this supportive interaction.  We will even have a Webinar regarding High Holiday 
Liturgy—of particular relevance to me since our Temple president and I will lead High Holiday services again this year.  
But this year, after having attended summer camp in Wisconsin, I will be a more confident lay leader.  Incidentally, I have 
already started preparing!

Rabbi Fine explains a game as Sherry, 
Andrea, and Amy watch in the Lodge

Andrea Levy at “camp,” third from left
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n MAZEL TOV TO JFAR’S 
2015-16 ARKANSAS GRANT 
ALLOCATION RECIPIENTS 
The Jewish Federation of Arkansas is pleased to offer grant support for Arkansas projects and services that 
accord with our Mission Statement.  We had a record number of applications for grant support in 2015-16.

Congratulations to the following organizations and projects that received assistance.  JFAR is 
proud and honored to support the crucial work you do in our Jewish community and beyond: 

ARKANSAS HOLOCAUST EDUCATION COMMITTEE (NORTHWEST ARKANSAS) 
• Annual Holocaust Education Conference (November 5th-7th): “Victim, Perpetrator, Bystander, Rescuer...Who 

will you be?”

The mission of the Arkansas Holocaust Education Committee (AHEC), Northwest Arkansas, includes:  providing 
historically accurate information on the Holocaust; encouraging teaching of this history; and modeling good 
pedagogical strategies when teaching the Holocaust.  The committee developed the following objectives for 
those attending the conference:  increasing participants’ understanding of the Holocaust and its implications for 
contemporary society; learning rationales, strategies, and approaches in teaching and learning about the Holocaust; 
and translating their understanding into responsible behavior when confronted with violations of human rights.

ATI’DAY YISROEL EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER (LITTLE ROCK) 
• Scholarships for Jewish Students
• Jewish Education and Enrichment

Ati’Day Yisroel Early Childhood Center’s mission is to nurture and educate children ages six months to five years 
in a Jewish environment.  We welcome children and families of all faiths into our community where Jewish values 
and customs are woven into the fabric of classroom experiences and practices.  Our carefully crafted program is 
based on the belief that each child is a unique individual who requires a loving and stimulating environment in 
which to develop emotionally, intellectually, physically, and socially.

PROGRAM IN JEWISH STUDIES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS (FAYETTEVILLE)
• “Discussion with Holocaust Survivor George Abraham” 
• Lecture by Dr. Evan Katz, University of Cincinnati, on “French Antisemitism, Jewish-Muslim Relations” 
• “Introduction to Judaism” taught by Dr. Jacob Adler

The Jewish Studies Program and minor introduces students to Jewish history, thought, and lifeways, through 
the millennia and around the globe. Students take courses introducing them to the basic tenets of Judaism, 
to fundamentals of Jewish languages (Aramaic, Biblical Hebrew, Modern Hebrew, and Yiddish), and to major 
strands in European, American, and Middle Eastern Jewish thought. Affiliated courses will cover Jewish literature; 
religious dialogue and history; current politics; ancient, medieval, early modern, and modern Jewish history; and 
discourse on gender, multiculturalism, and social justice. Jewish Studies offers a broad interdisciplinary context of 
coursework that can complement most programs of study.

TEMPLE SHALOM (FAYETTEVILLE)
• Jewish Summer Day Camp 

Our mission is to provide an enriching Jewish summer day camp to the Jewish children of Northwest Arkansas as 
well as to nurture and grow Jewish identity.   
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CONGREGATION B’NAI ISRAEL (LITTLE ROCK)
• Religious School Scholarships
• Junior Youth Group Retreat Transportation

Congregation B’nai Israel embraces a lifelong understanding and pursuit of Jewish identity, commitment, and 
values. Our congregation strives to instill knowledge of and pride in Jewish heritage including Torah, tefillah and 
mitzvot, leading to activate participation in Jewish life.

FULBRIGHT JUNIOR HIGH (BENTONVILLE)
• “Teaming Up to Make the World a Better Place:  A Study of Human Rights through Literacy and History Classes”

By May 2016 students in History and English classes will have worked in collaboration every day to gain a better 
understanding of the rights all people deserve, and they will be able to use technology through Problem Based 
Learning (PBL) to demonstrate to the community the deserved human rights of all individuals.  Our last nine 
weeks will focus on Jewish history and Holocaust Education, into which all our previous studies will be tied.      

GLOBAL DAY OF JEWISH LEARNING (LITTLE ROCK) 
• “Love:  Devotion, Desire, and Deception” (Sunday, November 15th)

This international day of study program was developed in 2010 by Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz in Jerusalem to 
encourage Jews around the world to devote at least one day each year to the study of foundational Jewish texts 
in a communal setting. We have been part of this exciting project from its outset, providing the program for the 
Jewish community of Little Rock as well as for Jewish learners throughout the state. Last year we had about 70 
participants from around the community. We pulled teachers from a variety of Jewish perspectives to teach using 
the materials provided by the Aleph Society, the foundation promoting Rabbi Steinsaltz’s ideas for world-wide 
text study. The event has always succeeded in bringing the community together, fulfilling the stated goals.

HENDRIX COLLEGE HILLEL (CONWAY)
• 2015-16 Programs and Activities

Hendrix Hillel aims to unite Jewish students and faculty, as well as non-Jewish students and faculty who are 
interested in Judaism, in the celebration of Jewish faith and culture and to make Hendrix College (and, where 
possible, the University of Central Arkansas and the University of Arkansas at Little Rock) more welcoming and 
accessible places for Jewish students now and in the future. It plans activities to inform the college community 
about Jewish traditions and to encourage multiculturalism and interfaith dialogue.  

LUBAVITCH OF ARKANSAS 
• Camp Gan Israel
• Hebrew Academy

The goal of Camp Gan Israel is to provide a safe and joyous environment for Jewish boys and girls to have spirited 
camp fun with music, swimming, sports, arts and crafts and trips.  The goal of Hebrew Academy is to provide a 
richly balanced Jewish and secular education for today’s Jewish youth, allowing them to become responsible, 
productive and engaged members of tomorrow’s Jewish community.

UNITED HEBREW CONGREGATION (FORT SMITH)
• Hebrew School

The mission of the school at UHC is to inspire in students a commitment to avodah (prayer and spiritual growth), 
to Torah (study), and to tikkun olam and gemilut hasadim (repair of the world and of caring) through the learning 
and experience of Jewish texts, rituals, values, and history. The philosophy of the school is reflected in all aspects 
of its operation and is based on the philosophy of the individual/collective commitment to repair the world and 
make it more compassionate, just, and peaceful.
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n CHABAD OF
NW ARKANSAS
5402 W. Redbud Street
Rogers, AR 72758
(479) 464-7999
http://www.jewishnwa.org/
Rabbi:  Mendel Greisman

ROSH HASHANAH
September 13
7:00 pm - Evening Services

September 14
10:00 am - Shacharit
12:00 pm - Shofar Sounding
3:00 pm - Tashlich
8:00 pm - Evening Services

September 15
10:00 am - Shacharit
12:00 pm - Shofar Sounding

SHABBAT SHUVAH
September 18
7:15 pm - Kabbalat Shabbat

September 19
10:00 am - Shacharit
Kiddush following services

YOM KIPPUR
(Services will be held at Holiday Inn & 
Suites, 1803 S. 52nd Street)

September 22
7:00 pm - Kol Nidre

September 23
10:00 am - Shacharit
12:00 pm - Yizkor
5:15 pm - Mincha
6:15 pm - Neilah
7:50 pm - Break-the-Fast

SUKKOT
September 27
7:30 pm - Holiday evening prayers
Followed by Yom Tov dinner in the 
Sukkah (by rsvp)

September 28
10:00 am - Shacharit 
Kiddush following services

September 29
10:00 am - Shacharit 
Kiddush following services

October 1
4:30 pm - Sukkot Party in the Sukkah

SHABBAT CHOL HAMOED
October 3
10:00 am - Shacharit 
Kiddush following services

SHEMINI ATZERET
October 4
7:30 pm - Evening Services
Hakafot & Dancing with the Torah

October 5
10:00 am - Shacharit
11:15 am - Yizkor
Kiddush Following services

SIMCHAT TORAH
October 5
7:30 pm - Evening Services
Hakafot & Dancing with the Torah
Kiddush Dinner

October 6
10:00 am - Shacharit
Completion and beginning of the Torah
Special Aliya for Children
Hakafot and Dancing
Kiddush will be served
7:00 pm - Kabbalat Shabbat

SHABBAT BEREISHIT
October 10
10:00 am - Shacharit 
Kiddush following services

 

n CONGREGATION
AGUDATH ACHIM
7901 West 5th Street
Little Rock, AR 72205
(501) 225-1683
http://www.lrsynagogue.org/
Rabbi:  Kalman Winnick

SELICHOT  
September 5
8:45 pm - Discussion  
9:45 pm - Selichot Services

ROSH HASHANAH
September 14
8:30 am - Morning Services 
10:00 am - Torah and Shofar blowing 
(time approx.) 
6:00 pm - Tashlich   
Followed by Evening Services



September 15
8:30 am - Morning Services 
10:00 am - Torah and Shofar blowing 
(time approx.) 

SHABBAT SHUVAH
September 19
9:00 am - Morning Services 

YOM KIPPUR
September 22
6:55 pm - Kol Nidre

September 23
8:30 am - Morning Services 
10:45 am - Yizkor (time approx.) 
5:20 pm - Mincha/Neilah
7:50 pm - Yom Kippur/fast ends 
Complimentary “Break-the-Fast” by 
Men’s Club 

SUKKOT/SIMCHAT TORAH
September 28
7:30 am - Festival Morning Services

October 3
9:00 am - Shabbat Services & Kiddush 
in Sukkah

October 4
9:30 am - Hoshana Rabba (beating of 
willows) w/ fancy Sisterhood Brunch in 
Sukkah

SHEMINI ATZERET/
SIMCHAT TORAH
October 5
6:15 pm - Afternoon Services including 
Yizkor
7:15 pm - Simchat Torah and Dancing 
w/Torah 

October 6
7:30 am - Simchat Torah Morning 
Services

SHABBAT BEREISHIT
October 10
9:00 am - Morning Services

 

n CONGREGATION 
B’NAI ISRAEL
3700 N. Rodney Parham Road
Little Rock, AR 72212
(501) 225-9700
http://www.bnai-israel.us/
Rabbi:  Barry Block

SELICHOT
September 5
8:30 pm - Service and Program

ROSH HASHANAH 

September 13
8:00 pm - Evening Service & Gala 
Reception

September 14
9:00 am - Children’s Service
10:00 am - Morning Service
4:00 pm - Tashlich at the home of Terri 
Moore & Jeffrey Neuhauser

YOM KIPPUR
September 22
8:00 pm - Kol Nidre

September 23
9:00 am - Children’s Service
10:00 am - Morning Service
12:15 pm - Yom Kippur Study
1:30 pm - Yom Kippur Symposium
2:30 pm - Healing/Renewal & Torah 
Service
4:15 pm - Yizkor Service
5:15 pm - Neilah (Concluding) Service
6:00 pm - Break-the-Fast Reception

SUKKOT
September 27
6:00 pm - Pot Luck and Ritual

September 28
8:00 am - Breakfast & Morning Service

ATZERET-SIMCHAT TORAH 
October 15
5:45 pm - Consecration Reception & 
Service

October 5
11:00 am - Morning Service & Yizkor

n CONGREGATION 
ETZ CHAIM
WaterWay
4074 SW H Street
Bentonville, AR 72712
http://www.etzchaimnwa.org/
Rabbi:  Dr. Rob Lennick

ROSH HASHANAH
September 13
6:30 pm - Services 

September 14
9:30 am - Rosh Hashanah morning 
service
3:00 pm - Children’s Service 
4:00 pm - Tashlich service at Lake 
Bentonville 

September 15
9:30 am - Morning Services

September 18
6:30 pm - Shabbat Service

YOM KIPPUR
September 22
7:00 pm - Kol Nidre

September 23
9:30 am - Morning Services
4:00 pm - Children’s Service
5:00 pm - Neilah Service
6:00 pm - Break-the-Fast 

September 25
7:00 pm - Shabbat Service

SUKKOT
September 27
12:00 pm - Community dairy potluck 
lunch in Sukkah

SIMCHAT TORAH 
October 2
6:00 pm - Tot Shabbat
7:00 pm - Shabbat Service Celebration 
of Consecration

n CONGREGATION 
HOUSE OF ISRAEL
300 Quapaw
Hot Springs, AR 71901
(501) 623-5821
http://www.conghouseofisrael.org/
Rabbi:  Richard Chapin

ROSH HASHANAH
September 13
7:30 pm - Evening Services 

September 14
10:00 am - Morning Services
3:00 pm - Reception 
4:00 pm - Tashlich service
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YOM KIPPUR
September 22
7:30 pm - Kol Nidre

September 23
10:00 am - Morning Service
3:30 pm - Afternoon Service
4:30 pm - Yizkor Service
5:30 pm - Neilah Service
6:00 pm - Havdalah Service and Break-
the-Fast

SUKKOT
September 27
12:00 pm - Brunch and services in the 
Sukkah

SIMCHAT TORAH
October 9
7:30 pm - Simchat Torah celebration

 

n LUBAVITCH OF 
ARKANSAS 
CENTER FOR 
JEWISH LIFE
11905 Fairview Road
Little Rock, AR 72212
(501) 217-0053
www.arjewishcenter.com
Rabbi: Pinchus Ciment
Chazzan: Rabbi Benzion Pape

ROSH HASHANAH
September 13
7:00 pm - Evening Services

September 14
10:00 am - Shacharit
12:30 pm - Shofar
3:00 pm - Tashlich
7:45 pm - Evening Services

September 15
10:00 am - Shacharit
12:30 pm - Shofar

SHABBAT SHUVAH
September 18
7:00 pm - Evening Services

September 19 
10:00 am - Shacharit

YOM KIPPUR
September 22
6:45 pm - Kol Nidre

September 23
10:00 am - Shacharit
12:30 pm - Yizkor                     
5:30 pm - Mincha
6:30 pm - Neilah
7:41 pm - Break-the-Fast

SUKKOT    
September 27
6:45 pm - Evening Services

September 28
10:00 am - Shacharit
7:30 pm - Evening Services

September 29
10:00 am - Shacharit

SHEMINI ATZERET
October 4  
6:45 pm - Evening Services with 
Hakafot & Dancing with Torah 

October 6
10:00 am - Shacharit
11:30 am - Yizkor

SIMCHAT TORAH
October 5      
7:30 pm - Evening Services with 
Hakafot & Dancing with Torah (followed 
with a Kiddush)

October 6      
10:00 am - Shacharit
(Completion & Beginning of Torah with 
special Aliya for the children)

SHABBAT BEREISHIT
October 9 
6:30 pm - Evening Services

October 10  
10:00 am - Shacharit

 

n TEMPLE ANSHE 
EMETH
Services to be held at:
Chapel of First Presbyterian Church
717 West 32nd
Pine Bluff, AR 71603

ROSH HASHANAH
September 13
6:00 pm - Services followed by dinner

September 14
10:00 am - Morning Services

YOM KIPPUR
September 22
7:00 pm - Evening Services

September 23
10:00 am - Morning Services
4:00 pm - Afternoon Service, Memorial 
Service, Closing Services, followed by a 
Break-the-Fast
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WISHING YOU A SWEET &
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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n TEMPLE ISRAEL
Oak and Madison
Jonesboro, AR
Services Conducted by: Andrea Levy

ROSH HASHANAH
September 13
6:30 pm - Potluck dinner before 
services
8:00 pm - Services 

September 14
10:00 am - Services followed by small 
lunch

YOM KIPPUR
September 22
6:30 pm - Potluck dinner before 
services
8:00 pm - Kol Nidre 

September 23
10:00 am - Morning Services
3:30 pm - Memorial Service at Temple 
Israel Cemetery
5:00 pm - Neilah with reading of Yizkor 
list
6:15 pm - Potluck Break-the-Fast

SUKKOT
October 4
5:00 pm - Service followed by potluck 
dinner

 

n TEMPLE SHALOM
699 N. Sang Avenue
Fayetteville, AR 72701
(479) 973-2702
http://www.templeshalomnwa.org/ 
Rabbi Jacob Adler

ROSH HASHANAH
September 13
7:30 pm - Evening Service 

September 14
10:00 am - Morning Service
11:15 am - Children’s Service
12:00 pm - Potluck Lunch 
1:30 pm - Tashlich 

September 15
8:30 am - Morning Service 
11:00 am - Kiddush & Refreshments
11:30 am - Service Continues 
Dairy/Veggie Potluck Lunch following 
service

YOM KIPPUR
September 22
7:30 pm - Kol Nidre

September 23
10:00 am - Morning Service 
11:15 am - Children’s Service 
4:00 pm - Afternoon Service 
6:00 pm - Yizkor Service 
6:30 pm - Concluding Service 
7:15 pm - Break-the-Fast
7:50 pm - Evening Service 

SUKKOT
October 2
6:00 pm - Service in sukkah/potluck 
meal

SIMCHAT TORAH
October 9
6:30 pm - Family Service

 

n UNITED HEBREW 
CONGREGATION
126 N. 47th Street
Fort Smith, AR 72903
https://www.facebook.com/UHCFortSmith
High Holy Day services will be led by 
Rabbi:  Debbye Zannerhaft

ROSH HASHANAH
September 13
7:30 pm - Evening Service 
Followed by Oneg

September 14
10:00 am - Morning Service followed 
by Tashlich Service at Carol Ann Cross 
Park

YOM KIPPUR
September 22
7:30 pm - Kol Nidre 

September 23
10:00 am - Morning Service 
2:00 pm - Afternoon Service 
4:00 pm - Yizkor Service & Closing 
Service followed by Break-the-Fast
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON JEWISH CONGREGATIONS
AND JEWISH RESOURCES IN ARKANSAS, VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

WWW.JEWISHARKANSAS.ORG



n COMMUNITY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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A NEW SIX-WEEK COURSE

JOURNEY OF THE SOUL
An Exploration of Life, Death, 

and What Lies Beyond

Six Wednesdays 
beginning October 28, 2015 
from 6:45 - 8:00 pm

Register at www.myjli.com

ARKANSAS HOLOCAUST 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE’S 

24TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Jones Center for Families
Springdale, Arkansas

Victim, Perpetrator, Bystander, Rescuers
…Who will you be?

Friday, November 6, 2015
8:15 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

**Registration:  Must be received before 
November 2, 2015 

**Teacher Note:  Conference is approved for 
Professional Development credit via Arkansas 
Department of Education

For information and registration: Contact 
Grace Donoho (479-750-4930) or 
ar.holocaustconference@gmail.com)

Supported in part by a grant from the Arkansas 
Humanities Council and the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, as well the Jewish as Federation 
of Arkansas, Congregation Etz Chaim, and Temple 
Shalom.

PROGRAM IN JEWISH STUDIES
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville

2015 Fall Events

“A Discussion with Holocaust Survivor George Abraham”
JB Hunt Building (JBHT) Room 216
November 5th, 5:30-7:00 pm*

“Train: Hidden Holocaust Histories”:  Presentation by 
Holocaust Educator and Writer Dr. Danny Cohen 
JB Hunt Building (JBHT) Room 216
November 5th, 7:30-9:00 pm*

2016 Spring Events

Jewish-Muslim Relations in France:
Lecture by Dr. Ethan Katz (University of Cincinnati)
March 6th (Fayetteville Public Library) and March 7th, 
UA campus (exact location TBD), 4:30 pm*

*times are tentative

PROJECT 613:
Community Holocaust 

Torah Restoration 
Project

Congregation Etz Chaim is 
sponsoring Project 613 – a community 
effort to restore an orphaned 
and damaged Torah (the first five 
books of the Bible, written on 
parchment in ancient Hebrew) that 
is approximately 200 years old and 
was recovered in Prague after the 
Holocaust. Once restored the Torah 
will be entrusted to Congregation 
Etz Chaim in Bentonville Arkansas 
where it will be part of worship and 
education.

How can I/we participate 
in the Project 613?

• Sign up to write letters! With our 
“Scribe in Residence”, you can 
actually write the ancient Hebrew 
letters of the parchment!  All ages.  
All people.  All backgrounds.  All 
faiths.

• Make a donation at http://www.
gofundme.com/Project613. 

• Share this story with others so that 
we can gain support from people 
all over NWA, the United States, the 
World.



JFAR ACTION n 17

JF
A

R
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y

DO YOU HAVE AN EVENT THAT IS OPEN TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY?

PUT IT IN ACTION!
CONTACT FEDERATION@JEWISHARKANSAS.ORG FOR DETAILS

 
MEIR CHAYIM TEMPLE

4th and Holly • McGehee, AR

Schedule of visits by 
Rabbi Gene Levy for 2015-16.   

All our invited to join!

On All Dates:  Potluck at 6:30 pm; 
Services at 7:30 pm

 2015 2016
 Friday, Oct. 2nd Friday, Mar. 11th 
 Friday, Dec. 28th Friday, May 20th 
  Friday, Jun. 17th 

 
STANDING ON THEIR SHOULDERS

Annual cemetery visit facilitated by Rabbi Barry 
Block, Meg Marion, Jim Pfeifer, and Rebekah Scallet

Sunday, September 20th, 9:30 A.M. – 12:00 noon

You won’t want to miss this opportunity to meet 
Temple members from our past as actors deftly bring 
them to life at Oakland Jewish Cemetery.  This popular 
program will showcase Fred Selz (and his mule!), 
Judge Jacob Trieber, and Adele Ellman.  Afterwards, 
Rabbi Block will lead a brief memorial service, and 
you’ll have the chance to visit the gravesites of your 
loved ones during the High Holy Days.

(Remember to bring sunscreen, hat, water, and sunglasses)

F   d & CulturalF   d & Cultural
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n COMMUNITY CALENDAR
           *Please see our online calendar at www.jewisharkansas.org for further event details
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 SEPTEMBER

 12 Daniel McGrath Bar Mitzvah, 
  B’nai Israel

 14-15 Rosh Hashanah

 20 Standing on Their Shoulders, 
  B’nai Israel

 23 Yom Kippur

 28-29 Sukkot

 OCTOBER

 2  Anne Frank Tree Dedication

 5 Shemini Atzteret

 6 Simchat Torah 

 10 Bryana Griffin Bat Mitzvah, 
  Agudath Achim

 17 Ana Cybele Reif Bat Mitzvah,
  Temple Shalom 

 24 Brett Gastman Bar Mitzvah, 
  B’nai Israel

NOVEMBER

 1  JCA Walk for CommUNITY

 5-7 Annual Holocaust Education 
  Conference

 10 Coffee, Cake, and Conversation 

 14 Daniel Block Bar Mitzvah, B’nai Israel

 15 Global Day of Jewish Learning

 26 Thanksgiving

18 Corporate Hill Drive, Suite 204
Little Rock, AR 72205

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED


